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Calendar for the Rest of 2024 

Custom Men’s Retreat                                                     

August 16-18                            

Custom Women’s Retreat                                             

September 13-15 

Custom Women’s Retreat                                                  

September 20-21 

Custom Quilting Retreats                                       

(Contact Lynda Schade Smith                                                              

for details at 435-655-5356.)                                                                           

September 23-25                                                                     

September 26-28                                                                          

September 30-October 2 

Spring and Early Summer Report 

         Just about the time we were ready to publish a ranch report, our 

well-laid plans were turned upside down. Many of you have already 

learned that on May 15, Rick Benson was very seriously injured in a 

tractor accident. He was taken by ambulance to the life-flight pad in 

Price and flown to the Intermountain Trauma Center in Murray where 

he was diagnosed with an open book pelvis fracture, some internal 

bleeding, and a broken humerus. The tractor ran over his right side, 

resulting in the breaks as well as extensive tissue damage. On May 

17 his pelvis was screwed back together, and on May 18 his arm was 

repaired with a plate and eight screws, some of which went through 

his titanium stem from his reverse shoulder surgery. He spent nine 

days in the hospital, learning to pivot on his left leg to get into a chair 

without using his right arm or leg and to endure the pain of large inci-

sions. Then he spent over a month in rehab in Richfield where they 

discovered a fracture in his foot that was creating swelling and pain. 

He was able to make it home the week before Horsemanship Camp 

III after his second doctor’s appointment July 2, when he was told he 

could put some weight on his leg. Since then, he has been teaching 

in person and being a part of camp during the day.                                                                             

 It was definitely a busy summer for us with all the extra 

events and work groups that came to help with projects in addition to 

running horsemanship camps. Rick was kept in the “loop” by way of 

phone calls and an iPad to Facetime. The first week of camp we had 

several advanced students who got some extra teaching from a cow 

horse trainer, which was a big help and fun for the girls. We are 

thankful to the Lord for sparing Rick’s life and for helping him get 

stronger and heal. He can ride a horse in four to six months, and the 

doctor expects him to make a full recovery in a year. Currently, he is 

continuing weekly physical therapy and is driving again.                                                                             

 We ended up with a variety of speakers, summer staff, and 

volunteers from MI, TX, AK, PA, NM, GA, CO, UT, NH, and Alberta, 

Canada. In addition, we had people come to help with work projects 

starting in May from OH, SC, WI, MI, and CA. It was fun to hear the 

returning campers comment on how neat it looked around the barn 

and how great it was to have new games to play as a group at the 

Snack Shack. We cannot fully express our gratitude to those who 

came to do the work and to those who gave toward the projects. 

Thank you for being a big encouragement and blessing.                    

(As a side note, if you would be interested in helping out this fall, there 

are still some projects that need completion, including the backside of 

the lodge being sanded and coated, the railings on the third small cabin 

being sanded and coated, the handicap ramp being repaired with new 

spindles and being sanded and coated, and railings being repaired on 

the porches of the log lodge. Please give us a call, if so.) 

Five Horsemanship Graduates 

The first week of horsemanship camp, Aubrey and Au-

tumn, both from Eagle, Colorado, and close friends, 

graduated. In their “speeches,” both of them made ref-

erence to the fact that horsemanship camp had helped 

them mature and grow spiritually. Now they are attend-

ing college but hope to return for a week in the future 

to help.  

The third week two more girls, Ellie and Elise, from Salt 

Lake and best friends, graduated, as well. No one has 

worked harder or overcome as much as Ellie to gradu-

ate. In both cases, it was one friend inviting another 

friend and then both finishing the program. And in the 

second case, it was an older sister (Kaylee) who came 

first and graduated. 

The fourth week, Kassia from Boise, Idaho, graduated. 

She was determined to come all four weeks this sum-

mer to make more progress as she has no access to a 

horse during the year. That determination paid off, and 

Kassia  improved and advanced more this summer than 

ever before. It was great hearing her help other camp-

ers with things she had struggled with.  

We will miss all of you and congratulate you on a job 

well done! Our prayer is that each of our graduates will 

remember more than what they’ve learned in training 

horses. Camp is more than just the horses, as each 

testified.  

Thank you, parents, for your investment! 


