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 Calendar for 2026 

(so far) 

                    

Spring Quilting Retreats 
                             April 16-18  

  April 20-22 

  April 23-25 

  (Please call Lynda Schade Smith at 435-655-

5356 for further details about the quilting             

retreats and to make reservations.)   

 

All Daughters’ Getaway 
Please note: 

Due to unforeseen circumstances, we 

will be unable to host the All Daugh-

ters’ Getaway this year on May 9. We 

will plan to resume next year but will 

miss our time together this year. 
 

 Youth Horsemanship Camp I 
June 7-13 

Youth Horsemanship Camp II 
June 21-27 

Youth Horsemanship Camp III 
July 5-11 

Youth Horsemanship Camp IV 
July 19-25 

 

(All youth camps are open to any level of rider. 

The cost and registration form are found on 

our website. Don’t wait too long to sign up as a 

couple of camps are filling quickly.)  

 

Kids’ Day Camp (for those ages 8-11) 
July 28-31 

 

 (This is for local campers from 9:00 a.m. to 

2:00 p.m. Lunch is included in the price. See the 

website for cost and a registration form.) 

 

Custom Men’s Retreat                                        
August 21-23 

 

   Custom Men’s Retreat                              
August 28, 29 

 

Custom Ladies’ Retreat 
September 18, 19     

 

The calendar is not complete as we are 

working on other retreat dates. If you’d 

like to schedule a fall retreat, please con-

tact Katie at 435-749-9704 or email her at 

777ranch @etv.net.                                                               

How Did 2025 End?? 
 

        We apologize for not getting 
out our end of the year report (and 
Thanksgiving/Christmas greeting). We 
ended the camping season with several 
adult retreats along with a special fam-
ily camp with Genny Benson’s family. 
Many of her family have been so sup-
portive of us for these thirty years. Yes, 
you read that correctly! Thirty years 
ago we left CA and another camp min-
istry and headed to Utah to establish 
the 777 Ranch. There were so many 
supporters in those days to help build, 
to raise money for projects, and to give 
encouragement. There are still some of 
those same supporters, though some 
have passed away and new ones have 
taken their places.  
        About twenty years ago, a 
church group brought several teens to 
help build fences and work on other 
projects. Those camps were called 
Teen Leadership Camps and we ran a 
work camp/mini teen camp, including 
trips to see the sights around here. This 
year, we heard from the man who 
brought those teens as the youth 
leader who is now the pastor of that 
church in North Carolina. He said after 
all these years those who grew up in 
the church and stayed in the area refer 
back to that camp as their favorite 
memory. The pastor mentioned that 
the series I did on the life of David still 
stands out to him. We’re in the process 
of working out possible dates for them 
to come back. They also brought a 
work team of men before we had a 
place to cook. They sat down to the 
breakfast table in our home and were 
perfectly silent for the first ten min-
utes. That makes a cook nervous! But 
then they would start talking in that 
distinct Southern drawl, planning out 
the projects they were going to work 
on. Such special memories we have 
after thirty years. Thank you for your 
friendship and support. 

How Is 2026 looking? 
 

        What started out as a very mild 
winter has turned just this week, bring-
ing us some much needed snow on the 
mountain to provide us with water this 
summer. However, the forecast is for 
warmer days again next week. We’re 
hopeful as we have had big snowfalls in 
March before. If not, we will be hurting 
for water. This has definitely been a 
drought year so we are hauling in lots of 
hay. There was a drought in the South-
west too, so hay is at a premium. With 
our pivot problems most of the summer 
last year, we were unable to produce 
much. It costs a lot to have hay deliv-
ered from outside our local area, and 
hauling it ourselves in the quantity we 
need is impossible. Please pray with us 
for funds to be provided for operating 
costs. We’ve sold some cattle and found 
places for a few horses  to cut down on 
the feed bill. A few calves have been 
born, but baby horses will be later this 
spring. The goal is to be able to turn 
livestock into cash, but that takes time. 
Full camps are the key. Be sure to sign 
up soon to reserve your spot. 
 Some of you already know this, 
but Mrs. Benson was diagnosed with a 
rare form of cancer this fall. It took a 
couple of months to get a consensus as 
to what kind of cancer it truly was and 
the path to follow. She finished her 
twenty-eight days of radiation the end 
of January and is awaiting major surgery 
March 3 to remove the tumor and possi-
bly some other parts of organs. We 
would appreciate prayer on her behalf 
for safety during the surgery and skill 
and wisdom as the surgeon operates. All 
treatments have been at Huntsman 
Cancer Center, one of the top cancer 
centers in the US for sarcomas. We are 
grateful for a place that is relatively 
close. She hopes to be OK in time for  
camp, but the outcome is unknown. 
Thank you for your concern. The Lord 
has been very near to us.   


