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 Calendar for 2026 for the 

remainder of this year                  

 

Custom Quilting Retreat I 
August 10-12  

 

(Please call Lynda Schade Smith at 435-655-
5356 for further details about the quilting  

retreats and to make reservations.) 

 
Custom 4-H Clinic—Richfield 

August 14 
 

Custom Men’s Retreat                                        
August 21-23 

 

   Custom Men’s Retreat                              
August 28, 29 

 

Custom Ladies’ Retreat 
September 18, 19   

 

Custom Quilting Retreats II and III 
September 24-26 

September 28-30   
 

(Please call Lynda Schade Smith at 435-655-

5356 for further details about the quilting  
retreats and to make reservations.) 

Summer Re-Cap 
 

 We had a good group of campers here to start out the first week of camp. 
Our helpers that week included Aubrey from CO, a graduate of the horse program, 
Ayden from CA to help all summer in all kinds of ways, Elizabeth from TX as wran-
gler and counselor for three weeks, and kitchen help including Mrs. Jean joined by 
two volunteers, Brenda (CA) and Helaine (AZ). With Mrs. Benson still recovering 
from a March abdominal cancer surgery, the extra help was much appreciated. To 
help with all kinds of projects and activities were Rich (AR) who stayed all summer 
and Tom (AZ). It was a treat to have Pastor Michael Miller from Calgary back to be 
our speaker along with his sons Blake and Cole. Carson from MN joined us that week 
to stay for most of the summer helping with chores, mechanics, and other things. It 
takes a lot of people to make a successful week of camp, including someone to in-
spect cabins, run the Snack Shack, lifeguard, prepare water balloons, etc., and to keep 
everything running smoothly. 
 Pastor Jay Armstead from CO returned for another summer to speak. Before 
camp began, he and another man from his church came to help with some projects 
along with some relatives of the Bensons here for a memorial for Mrs. Benson’s sister, 
a long-time supporter of this ministry. The men worked on some much-needed gut-
ters on the lodge, including the placement of rain barrels in anticipation of rain some-
time this summer (which did come in full force this week). Different ones using cab-
ins this fall will appreciate a new rock walkway from cabin 3. Daisy, another gradu-
ate, came from CO to help as a wrangler, along with Alisa, a schoolteacher from CA, 
as a counselor. Mrs. Gerry and the Harveys from Ferron jumped in to help Mrs. Jean 
and Mrs. Benson with meals. 
 The third week, our speaker Pastor Pat Flores was met once again with a 
camp of just girls. Having daughters himself helped out, though he began wondering 
what it was that made only girls come for his week two years in a row. We had quite 
a noisy bunch for meals. Our counselor was a brave lady from PA whose sister had 
been here for an adult camp leaders’ clinic and encouraged her to come. By the end 
of the week, she fit in quite well with her knowledge of horses and with her having 
been a camper and working at a horse ministry in PA. We’re thankful for her willing-
ness to jump in and fill a much-needed spot.  
 The fourth week, Pastor Tony Garren and his wife Lynn from OH, Alice and 
Nikki from NH, Nancy from CO, along with Mrs. Jean stayed busy helping with the 
program and taking care of the kitchen as Mrs. Benson had to have more surgery. 
Pastor Tony is known for his crazy games and this year was no exception. He 
brought with him two young men, Ben and Levi, to help with being counselors and 
to work on projects. Our girl counselors were Tiffany from CO and Angel, a teacher 
from WI. The highlight of the week was being able to present Brode Sorensen from 
UT with his silver buckle. (Brode is battling a rare form of cancer and has had many 
challenges but finished the program.)  
 We are thankful for a good summer and for safety during all the activities. 
At the campfire on each Friday night of camp, many shared how much they had 
learned from each of the speakers and how much coming to camp had meant to 
them. Our thanks to everyone who helped in some way this year and to the parents 
for entrusting their kids to us. 
 Due to some unforeseen circumstances, we were unable to have day camp, 
but some of the parents have shown an interest in a fall horse day and are looking 
forward to next year. Something new this August is a 4-H Clinic for a group from 
Richfield led by one of the ladies who came for our adult horsemanship clinics this 
past year. Hopefully, this will be an outreach to a new group of potential horseman-
ship campers to keep filling summer camps.  
 Thank you for your support of the 777 Ranch and for your prayers! 

This ‘N That 
Meat—We just had another steer butchered 
and have more hamburger for sale. Come 
prepared with an ice chest at the fall re-
treats to buy some or call to make other 
arrangements to purchase some hormone-
free, grass-fed beef.  

Candy—We will again have a See’s Candy 
fundraiser for the holidays. Be on the look-
out for more information on facebook and 
on our instagram page. 

Thanks—As was mentioned in our last ranch 
report, Mrs. Benson has been dealing with 
cancer since last fall. A different slow– 
growing type of cancer was found in her 
lung. She is now recovering after having 
had surgery July 16. The pathology report 
was good. The tumor was completely re-
moved along with her lower right lobe, 
and there were negative results with her 
lymph nodes. Thank you so much for pray-
ing. She’s eager to get back serving at camp 
sometime soon. 


